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are not complicated by the possibly conflicting interests of
outside Powers. Africa has had a "raw deal" from Nature,
which accounts largely for the comparatively backward con-
dition and the late emergence of the "Dark Continent.5*
The soil is in many areas deficient in elements of fertility,
which has led to shifting cultivation with its attendant evils,
and many pests and diseases are widely prevalent. The
locust and the tsetse-fly, to name only two, do not respect
political boundaries. Slavery, internecine warfare, disease
and low vitality have plagued its peoples, who, without
such serious handicaps added to the fierceness of Nature,
are as apt and intelligent as other people, as they have
shown under favourable conditions. Added to all this has
been their exploitation by Arab and European alike. Yet
Europeans have an important part to play in Africa, and
can justify their continued presence there by guiding and
helping its peoples towards higher standards of life and
mastery over the forces of Nature. The British Common-
wealth in particular can do much for Africa, and so far as
Great Britain is concerned, this is already her policy, but
the task needs co-operation between all the Powers inter-
ested in Africa, if not of others also.
There will certainly be further progress towards amal-
gamation or closer union between the various groups of
British territories, but this is not enough. Before the war,
there was a move, now revived, towards closer co-operation
between British and French Colonial territories, especially
in Africa, and no doubt this could be extended to include
at least the Belgian and Portuguese Colonies. Abyssinia will
need international help and guidance for some time to come.
Lord Hailey, in his African Surveyy has shown in how many
directions co-operative effort is needed in tackling the prol>
lems of Africa, in research, health, education, agriculture
and so forth. The locust menace has already had to be tackled